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WOMEN IN INDIA THROUGH THE AGES :
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

Pooja Agarwal (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Murshidabad
Adarsha Mahavidyalaya)

Abstract:

The true index of the cultural and spiritual levels of any society gets
reflected through the status and position of its women. The status and
position of women in India have undergone many drastic changes
right from the ancient times to the present-day society. In the ancient
Indian society women were treated on an equal footing with their male
counterparts. Then with the passage of time many foreign invasions
and conquests led to the gradual deterioration in the integrity and equality
among genders. Today women in India have secured a berter position
for themselves. This paper is 2 humble attempt to outline the status and
position of women in India through the ages by emphasizing the
different aspects such as the esteemed position women held in the
ancient Indian society; gradual degradation of the feminine status in the
post ancient Indian era; the subsequent movements for the eradication
of the different social evils prevalent in the Indian society along with
the promotion of equal rights for women by many Indian reformers
and activists; and the emancipation of women through legislation
and empowerment. The paper ends with the conclusion that the
empowerment of women is a prerequisite for the progress and
betterment of any society, community, and country in any period of
time.

Key words : Women, India, Social evils, Reforms, Equality,
Emancipation.

Itis an undeniable fact that women have been an integeal part of
the Indian society since ancient times, Last few decades have witnessed
an all-round development of women in India. Women are now
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making their presence felt in every walk of life such as education,
politics, medicine, culture, service sectors, science and technology.
Despite this, women in India still face significant challenges. Gender
discrimination, female foeticide and infanticide, women's safety and
security remain a matter of significant concern. It poes without saying
that the true index of the cultural and spiritual levels of any sociery gets
reflected through the status and position of its women. The status and
position of women in India have undergone many drastic changes
tight from the ancient times to the present-day society. In the ancient
Indian society women were teeated on an equal footing with their male
counterparts, Then with the passage of time many foreign invasions
and conquests led to the gradual deterioration in the integrity and equality
among genders. Today women in India have secured a better position
for themselves.

This paper is a humble attempr to outline the status and position
of women in India through the ages by emphasizing the different
aspects. Such different aspects on which the present paper concentrates
upon includes: the esteemed position a woman held in the ancient
Indian society when she had all-round freedom and scope for
development like 2 man had, and when she was considered as “Janani”,
“Devi”, and “Ardhangini”; the gradual degeneration in the status of
women in the post ancient Indian era, as the outcome of the frequent
foreign invasions and conquests, when the Indian society witnessed the
outbursts of many different social evils which made the life of women
very difficult and eventually the status of women went on declining;
the subsequent efforts of many Indian reformers, both male and
female, to reform the oppressive social order of India for the
improvement of the deplorable conditions of women; and the
emancipation of women through legislation and empowerment.
Finally, the paper ends with the conclusion that in a civilized world of
ours it is the duty of every rational human being t break the shackles
of any dogmatic state of mentality which acts as a barrier in letting
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SVAPRAKASA

THE EXISTENTIALIST TREND AND SARTRE

Pooja Agnmval

The philosophy of existentialism gained prominence only after World War 1.
However, it describes an exciting arca of philosophical activity and original thinking that
emerged in the nincteenth-century, particularly in the writings of Soren Kierkegaurd,
Friecdrich Nictzsche and Fyodor Dostocvsky What unites these nincteenth-century
cxistentialists with the many thrpk:.rs of the twerticth- -century who contributed to this arca of
philosophy is their focus on individual subjectivity, and freecdom and responsibility as
primary features of the human condition. The present paper is an attempt to outline this
existentialist outlook with' special reference to Sartre, one of the leading philosophers of
cxistentialism in modern times. His name has become synonymous with existentialism, a
movement that exploded beyond the boundaries of the academy to enter virtually every arca

of Western culture.

Existentialism, it is generally said, is the philosophy of the concrete man, It focuscs
on the uniquencess of cach human individual as distinct from abstract human qualities. *Who
am 1 7" is the question on which the existentialists emphasize instead of the questions *What
am 1 7" or “What is it to bc human.” Existential thinking as a concrete way of life can be
found in Greck and Medicval philosophy. Socrates, for example, ‘advanced the maxim
“know thysclf” as the guiding motif in his search for wisdom'.! But it is generally agreed that
cxistentialism as a distinctive philosophical movement first received its impetus through the
reflections and formulations of Kierkegaard, an early nineteenth-century Danish theologian.
Kicerkegaard's writings were a protest against the work of Hegel who avas an idealist
philosopher of the metaphysical system-building varicty. The individual, as Hegel proposcd,
was a subordinate cell in the organic whole of the Cosmic “Reason”. Kierkegaard rebelled
fiercely against what he believed was the excess rationalism and collectivism of Hegel.
Kierkegaard, in this sense, was antirational and opposed to any system that made socicty
greater than any existing individual member. All varieties of existentialists, after
Kierkegaard, also challenged the philosophical and scientific systems that treat all particulars,
including humans, as members of a genus or instances of universal laws. They (the
cxistentialists) claim that our own existence as unique individuals in conecrete situations
cannot be adequately grasped in such theories. “Existence” thus occupies an important place

in the philosophy OfLXlSthllElllSlTl

The distinction between existence and essence is one of the oldest in philosophy.
“Esscnce” stands for the inherent universal nature common to all the individual members
belonging to a class. “lorseness', for example, is the essence of all individual horscs,
without which a thing cannot be called “horse™. In this sense the essence of a thing is “what it
is™; it constitutes the basic nature or structure of a thing. Existence, on the other hand, refers
to the fact “that a thing is"; it relates to the actual being of the individual. For example, the
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WOMEN IN INDIA THROUGH THE AGES :
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS

Pooja Agarwal (Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Murshidabad
Adarsha Mahavidyalaya)

Abstract:

The true index of the cultural and spiritual levels of any society gets
reflected through the status and position of its women. The status and
position of women in India have undergone many drastic changes
right from the ancient times to the present-day society. In the ancient
Indian society women were treated on an equal footing with their male
counterparts. Then with the passage of time many foreign invasions
and conquests led to the gradual deterioration in the integrity and equality
among genders. Today women in India have secured a berter position
for themselves. This paper is 2 humble attempt to outline the status and
position of women in India through the ages by emphasizing the
different aspects such as the esteemed position women held in the
ancient Indian society; gradual degradation of the feminine status in the
post ancient Indian era; the subsequent movements for the eradication
of the different social evils prevalent in the Indian society along with
the promotion of equal rights for women by many Indian reformers
and activists; and the emancipation of women through legislation
and empowerment. The paper ends with the conclusion that the
empowerment of women is a prerequisite for the progress and
betterment of any society, community, and country in any period of
time.

Key words : Women, India, Social evils, Reforms, Equality,
Emancipation.

Itis an undeniable fact that women have been an integeal part of
the Indian society since ancient times, Last few decades have witnessed
an all-round development of women in India. Women are now
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making their presence felt in every walk of life such as education,
politics, medicine, culture, service sectors, science and technology.
Despite this, women in India still face significant challenges. Gender
discrimination, female foeticide and infanticide, women's safety and
security remain a matter of significant concern. It poes without saying
that the true index of the cultural and spiritual levels of any sociery gets
reflected through the status and position of its women. The status and
position of women in India have undergone many drastic changes
tight from the ancient times to the present-day society. In the ancient
Indian society women were teeated on an equal footing with their male
counterparts, Then with the passage of time many foreign invasions
and conquests led to the gradual deterioration in the integrity and equality
among genders. Today women in India have secured a better position
for themselves.

This paper is a humble attempr to outline the status and position
of women in India through the ages by emphasizing the different
aspects. Such different aspects on which the present paper concentrates
upon includes: the esteemed position a woman held in the ancient
Indian society when she had all-round freedom and scope for
development like 2 man had, and when she was considered as “Janani”,
“Devi”, and “Ardhangini”; the gradual degeneration in the status of
women in the post ancient Indian era, as the outcome of the frequent
foreign invasions and conquests, when the Indian society witnessed the
outbursts of many different social evils which made the life of women
very difficult and eventually the status of women went on declining;
the subsequent efforts of many Indian reformers, both male and
female, to reform the oppressive social order of India for the
improvement of the deplorable conditions of women; and the
emancipation of women through legislation and empowerment.
Finally, the paper ends with the conclusion that in a civilized world of
ours it is the duty of every rational human being t break the shackles
of any dogmatic state of mentality which acts as a barrier in letting
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SVAPRAKASA

THE EXISTENTIALIST TREND AND SARTRE

Pooja Agnmval

The philosophy of existentialism gained prominence only after World War 1.
However, it describes an exciting arca of philosophical activity and original thinking that
emerged in the nincteenth-century, particularly in the writings of Soren Kierkegaurd,
Friecdrich Nictzsche and Fyodor Dostocvsky What unites these nincteenth-century
cxistentialists with the many thrpk:.rs of the twerticth- -century who contributed to this arca of
philosophy is their focus on individual subjectivity, and freecdom and responsibility as
primary features of the human condition. The present paper is an attempt to outline this
existentialist outlook with' special reference to Sartre, one of the leading philosophers of
cxistentialism in modern times. His name has become synonymous with existentialism, a
movement that exploded beyond the boundaries of the academy to enter virtually every arca

of Western culture.

Existentialism, it is generally said, is the philosophy of the concrete man, It focuscs
on the uniquencess of cach human individual as distinct from abstract human qualities. *Who
am 1 7" is the question on which the existentialists emphasize instead of the questions *What
am 1 7" or “What is it to bc human.” Existential thinking as a concrete way of life can be
found in Greck and Medicval philosophy. Socrates, for example, ‘advanced the maxim
“know thysclf” as the guiding motif in his search for wisdom'.! But it is generally agreed that
cxistentialism as a distinctive philosophical movement first received its impetus through the
reflections and formulations of Kierkegaard, an early nineteenth-century Danish theologian.
Kicerkegaard's writings were a protest against the work of Hegel who avas an idealist
philosopher of the metaphysical system-building varicty. The individual, as Hegel proposcd,
was a subordinate cell in the organic whole of the Cosmic “Reason”. Kierkegaard rebelled
fiercely against what he believed was the excess rationalism and collectivism of Hegel.
Kierkegaard, in this sense, was antirational and opposed to any system that made socicty
greater than any existing individual member. All varieties of existentialists, after
Kierkegaard, also challenged the philosophical and scientific systems that treat all particulars,
including humans, as members of a genus or instances of universal laws. They (the
cxistentialists) claim that our own existence as unique individuals in conecrete situations
cannot be adequately grasped in such theories. “Existence” thus occupies an important place

in the philosophy OfLXlSthllElllSlTl

The distinction between existence and essence is one of the oldest in philosophy.
“Esscnce” stands for the inherent universal nature common to all the individual members
belonging to a class. “lorseness', for example, is the essence of all individual horscs,
without which a thing cannot be called “horse™. In this sense the essence of a thing is “what it
is™; it constitutes the basic nature or structure of a thing. Existence, on the other hand, refers
to the fact “that a thing is"; it relates to the actual being of the individual. For example, the
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Mahasweta Devi's Draupadi: A
Historical Perspective and the Role of

the State

Sukanva Barman

When ideology fails. Louis Althusser holds, repressive state
apparatuses (RSA)' come into force, in order to convince the
dominated class that whatever the state is doing, is actually
doing for the best interest of its people. The state is more lethal
shout this towards its marginalised, “unprivileged and
underdeveloped” people, the subaltern people. to borrow a
phrase from Gramsci, Guha and Spivak.? Among the subalterns,
there is the dalit subaltern, and within the dalit subaltern, one
category that suffers most and gets brutally exploited is the
female dalit subaltern. India is a great nation and has a great
cultural and spiritual past. It had great leaders and even now
seems to have great leaders, if few. Inspite of this, it has not
progressed as it was thought to. After independence and till
now, the state is shamelessly and blatantly using its ‘coercive
power” to subdue the female dalit subalterns, regardless of
them posing a threat, Mahasweta Devi is a modern Indian
writer. Her story “Draupadi” exposes the brutality of the so-
called highly cultured and high-heritage nation called India
through its antagonist and associates, whereas the identity of the
rebel dalits in general and the rebel dalit women in particular is
annihilated. The resistance of a naked female body, just like the
epical Draupadi, shames us all, Itis also seen as a rebuttal to the
embedded and towering patriarchy in our society. Dopdi
Mejhen’s case is not only a slap on the face of patriarchy, it is
an irreversible slap on the face of the nation.
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